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Made in America: Exploring American History Through Art  
Outreach Suitcase

ABOUT THE SUITCASE

This suitcase explores how American fine and decorative arts illustrate the United States’ history and identity in the 
eighteenth through the twenty–first centuries. The items in this suitcase are reproductions or originals intended to 
help students more closely examine features of American art and culture. Using these objects, students will be able to 
discuss the variety and interaction of cultural traditions in the United States that created American society. 

Book this suitcase online at http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/programs-and-learning/schools-and-educators/
education-resource-center/outreach-suitcase-reservation.

LOOKING QUESTIONS

Encourage your students to look closely at the objects in the suitcase and images from SAM’s Collection with questions 
like:

•	 How do art and artifacts help define culture?

•	 Who is part of American culture?

•	 How would you define American art? 

•	 How does American art reflect our nation’s past?

seattleartmuseum.org/erc    206.654.3186    erc@seattleartmuseum.org

“The American Art Outreach Suitcase was so appropriate to the fifth and sixth grade Social Studies curriculum;  
I don’t know how it could have been any better.”

—Elementary Educator



Ann P. Wyckoff Education Resource Center
Outreach Suitcase

WHAT’S IN THE AMERICAN ART OUTREACH SUITCASE?

seattleartmuseum.org/erc    206.654.3186    erc@seattleartmuseum.org

Educator Resource Guide
•	 A list of relevant objects in the suitcase

•	 A list of images on the CD and prints that relate to 
these objects

•	 Background information on the object

•	 Questions to consider

•	 Activity ideas

•	 Related resources and glossary

•	 Washington State, Common Core, and National Core 
Arts Standards

Objects in the Suitcase (Pictured on Front)
•	 Waistcoat and wig

•	 Magnetic frames

•	 Shaker chair miniature

•	 Model canoe

•	 Columbian Exposition print and spoon

•	 Mammoth Carleton Watkins prints

•	 Stereographs and lorgnettes 

•	 Abraham Lincoln bust

•	 DVDs

Supplemental Images from SAM’s Collection (on CD and 
11 X 17” Prints)
Objects: Waistcoat, Wigs and Frame
•	 Dr. Silvester Gardiner, John Singleton Copley, Gift of Ann and 

Tom Barwick, Barney A. Ebsworth, Maggie and Douglas Walker, 
Virginia and Bagley Wright, and Ann P. Wyckoff; and gift, by 
exchange, of Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Gerber; Mr. and Mrs. Louis 
Brechemin; Mrs. Reginald H Parsons Memorial; Anne Parsons 
Frame, in memory of Lieutenant Colonel Jasper Ewing Brady, 
Jr., and Maud B. Parsons; Estate of Louise Raymond Owens; 
Anonymous donors; and Eugene Fuller Memorial Collection; with 
additional funds from the American Art Support Fund and the 
American Art Acquisition Fund, in honor of the 75th Anniversary 
of the Seattle Art Museum, 2006.125, Photo: Susan Cole

•	 Anthony of Padua, 2013, Kehinde Wiley, Gift of the 
Contemporary Collectors Forum, 2013.8, © Kehinde Wiley

Object: Shaker Chair
•	 Shaker Chair, ca. 1830, Decorative Arts Acquisition Fund, 2000.47       

•	 Chest Over Three Drawers, ca. 1810–30, Acquired in honor 
of John T. Kirk, Purchased with the American furniture fund, 
Decorative Arts Acquisition fund and the Margaret E. Fuller 
Purchase fund, 99.49

Object: Canoe
•	 Puget Sound on the Pacific Coast, 1870, Albert  

Bierstadt, Gift of the Friends of American Art at the  
Seattle Art Museum, with additional funds from the General 
Acquisition Fund , 2000.70, Photo: Paul  
Macapia

•	 Mount Rainier, Bay of Tacoma-Puget Sound, 1875,  
Sanford Robin Gifford, Partial and promised gift of Ann and Tom 
Barwick and gift, by exchange, of Mr. and Mrs. Louis Brechemin; 
Max R. Schweitzer; Hickman Price, Jr., in memory of Hickman 
Price; Eugene Fuller Memorial collection; Mr. and Mrs. Norman 
Hirschl and the estate of Louise Raymond Owens, 90.29, Photo: 
Paul Macapia

•	 Smoky Sunrise, Astoria Harbor, 1882, Cleveland  
Rockwell, Partial gift of Len and Jo Braarud, Ann and Tom 
Barwick, Marshall and Helen Hatch; and partial gift, by exchange, 
of Lawrence Bogle, Mr. and Mrs. Taylor Collins, Eustace Ziegler, 
Mary E. Humphrey and Eugene Fuller Memorial Collection, 89.70

•	 Model Canoe with Figures, late 18th-early 19th century, Margaret 
E. Fuller Purchase Fund and the General Acquisition Fund in 
honor of Jay and Susan Gates, 93.80

Objects: Columbian Exposition Spoon and Poster
•	 Amor Caritas, 1898, Augustus Saint-Gaudens, Gift of Ann 

and Tom Barwick, the General Acquisition Endowment, the 
Gates Foundation Endowment, the Utley Endowment, the 
American Art Endowment, and the 19th Century Paintings 
Fund, in honor of the 75th Anniversary of the Seattle Art 
Museum, 2006.4

•	 Tankard, 1893, Gift of Ruth J. Nutt, in honor of the 75th 
Anniversary of the Seattle Art Museum, 2014.24.42

Objects: Landscape Photograph, Stereographs and 
Lorgnettes
•	 Chinese Lady Carleton E. Watkins, Purchased with funds from the 

Estate of Mary Arrington Small, 85.267

•	 Tsatsalatsa-Skokomish, c. 1912, Edward S. Curtis, Gift of Simon 
Ottenberg, in honor of the 75th Anniversary of the Seattle Art 
Museum, 2005.128

Objects: Abraham Lincoln Bust

•	 Gwendolyn Knight, 1934-35, Augusta Savage, Gift of Gwendolyn 
Knight Lawrence, 2006.86

SAMPLE ACTIVITY: DESIGNING INSTRUMENTS

•	 Have students look closely at the shapes used in the designs on the drum. Then have students practice drawing 
basic ovals and U shapes. Have students create a design using only these shapes.

•	 Extension: Explore how other cultures create musical instruments. How are the natural resources of other areas 
(Asia, Europe, Africa, or South America) used for different musical instruments? Have students create their own 
musical instruments out of things they can find in their own backyards.

http://art.seattleartmuseum.org/objects/34531/dr-silvester-gardiner-17081786%3Fctx%3Dd2b3112e-5c02-45e6-a84b-cbff0f63eee7%26idx%3D0
http://art.seattleartmuseum.org/objects/41371/anthony-of-padua%3Fctx%3D8952bda3-b962-4075-998d-22e2ee5174f8%26idx%3D0
http://art.seattleartmuseum.org/objects/26538/shaker-chair%3Fctx%3Db679c190-c163-4b6f-82b8-b8a868ff7e46%26idx%3D0
http://art.seattleartmuseum.org/objects/25745/chest-over-three-drawers%3Fctx%3D01a48fe4-e7cf-471a-bf34-c456813a3732%26idx%3D0
http://art.seattleartmuseum.org/objects/26759/puget-sound-on-the-pacific-coast%3Fctx%3De5967aff-d09d-436a-b343-1afa518216e2%26idx%3D0
http://art.seattleartmuseum.org/objects/10639/mount-rainier-bay-of-tacoma--puget-sound%3Fctx%3D22364345-c123-4e25-b74c-c5196aec6ab3%26idx%3D0
http://art.seattleartmuseum.org/objects/6102/smoky-sunrise-astoria-harbor%3Fctx%3D5cb44fa2-325c-4ae4-a2e3-b0be8904eab9%26idx%3D0
http://art.seattleartmuseum.org/objects/2798/model-canoe-with-figures%3Fctx%3Da3002992-5a05-429f-ad23-d3cec1b084a1%26idx%3D4
http://art.seattleartmuseum.org/objects/33315/amor-caritas%3Fctx%3Dfd7f757e-ee9a-47ca-b6e1-3f50c119ed76%26idx%3D0
http://art.seattleartmuseum.org/objects/9376/tankard%3Fctx%3D051283ae-693f-4833-bc7d-fb6a5aa3f81d%26idx%3D0
http://art.seattleartmuseum.org/objects/12933/chinese-lady-stereocard-from-watkins-new-series-yosemite%3Fctx%3D42888ef6-9742-418e-bbba-e22f375616a0%26idx%3D0
http://art.seattleartmuseum.org/objects/32625/tsatsalatsa--skokomish%3Fctx%3Db074332c-fc29-4400-ad79-b6ef5f1de1c2%26idx%3D0
http://art.seattleartmuseum.org/objects/33545/gwendolyn-knight%3Fctx%3Dff5753df-de41-4306-a035-d885c011a6b1%26idx%3D1

